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Once And Right!

Industrial Wire & Cable Corp. (IWC) and Industrial Wire & Cable II Corp. (IWC2), Lake Zurich, IL/USA  

Lake Zurich, an idyllic rural village about 35 miles North of 
 Chicago, is the home of high-tech companies like INDUSTRIAL 
WIRE & CABLE CORP. and INDUSTRIAL WIRE & CABLE II CORP. 

Two companies under one roof
In essence, the family-owned enterprise consists of two companies, 
Industrial Wire & Cable Corp. (IWC) and Industrial Wire & Cable II 
Corp. (IWC2), which operate in a 100,000 ft² facility with sleek, mod-
ern equipment. IWC and IWC2 are directed by Carl Calabrese and 
have a total working staff of 40 employees. IWC2 is primarily a cop-
per wire fabricator selling bare wire to be insulated by electrical 
wire and cable manufacturers, and other industries such as electro-
platers and OEMs requiring non-insulated copper wire. A portion of 
the copper wire production is consumed by IWC which manufactures 
insulated electrical wires and cables.

Busy for more than 50 years 
The origins of Industrial Wire & Cable Corp. (IWC) date back to the ear-
ly 1960’s, when George Franks (Francaviglia), the great-uncle of Carl 
Calabrese, founded a company which started distributing electrical 
wire & cable, and tubing products. In 1977 Raymond C. Calabrese, a 
nephew and employee of George Franks, purchased Industrial Wire & 
Cable Corp. IWC was a value added distributor of electrical wire and 
dielectric tubing. Carl Calabrese, the son of Raymond C. Calabrese, 
started working part-time in the shop while still in Junior High School 
and would gain in this way a lot of valuable experience. 

When IWC’s largest supplier of electrical wire went out of busi-
ness, IWC acquired some of its equipment including extruders and 
began the manufacture of insulated wire in 1980. In the following 
years IWC realized several expansions and modernization projects. 
In 1999, IWC purchased a 10 acre parcel of land in Zion Illinois, ap-
proximately 35 miles north of  IWC’s then Arlington Heights  loca-
tion, and planned to build a modern new 50,000 ft² facility. While 
plans were still being developed and permits obtained, IWC received 
news that Horning Wire, a wire company located in Lake Zurich only 
about 15 miles from IWC, was winding down operations. The com-
pany manufactured magnet wire and some PVC insulated wire and 
cord and had a copper fabrication capability with intermediate and 
fine wire drawing machines and bunchers. In 2001 INDUSTRIAL 
WIRE &  CABLE II CORP. (IWC2) was formed to purchase the assets 
of Horning Wire. This would enable the family owned businesses of 
Carl Calabrese and Raymond C. Calabrese to begin the transforma-
tion into the copper wire drawing world. 
For a few years there were two production sites; Arlington Heights 
and Lake Zurich, before the whole production was installed at the 
Lake Zurich facility. Step by step, the IWC2 wire drawing factory 
was equipped with modern machines and lines from NIEHOFF and 
 NIEHOFF Endex (NENA) like an MMH 121 type 16-wire multiwire 
drawing line, an M 81 rod breakdown line which was put into op-
eration in 2006 and 2008 respectively. Also a large number of D 631 
double twist type bunchers and other equipment like pay-offs and 
spoolers were purchased.
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Another unique selling point is that there are employees with de-
cades of experience working together like a family in a family owned 
and operated business which is appreciated by the customers. Be-
ing family owned and operated companies, committees in far away 
corporate offi ces don’t exist and it’s rather easy to fi nd decisions 
and realize them. Carl Calabrese summarizes: “When a customer 
contacts IWC or IWC2 they will not reach voice mail with a confusing 
menu but always speak to a real live person in Lake Zurich, Illinois.“

NIEHOFF, NENA and Industrial Wire & Cable II CORP. (IWC2)
Maschinenfabrik NIEHOFF, its North American Subsidiary NIEHOFF 
Endex (NENA) and Industrial Wire & Cable II Corp. (IWC2) have 
worked together in a mutually stimulating partnership. NIEHOFF 
and NENA are delighted applying their knowledge and their exper-
cience to assist a future-orientated company like Industrial Wire & 
Cable II Corp. (IWC2) for the further development of its market strat-
egy. 

Products and production equipment
The manufacturing process at IWC2 begins from 5/16” copper rod, 
allowing the company to maintain tighter tolerances within the 
whole manufacturing process chain. A portion of the copper wire 
production is used by IWC which manufactures insulated electrical 
wire and cable with insulating materials like PVC, PE, Nylon, XLPE, 
and TPE for building, security, machine tool, appliance, tracer, and 
many other applications. Photovoltaic wire is the most recent prod-
uct group. Many of the products are certifi ed by Underwriters Lab-
oratories (UL) or Canadian Standards Association (CSA) or built to 
specifi cations of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) or the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM). The custom-
ers for the products of IWC and IWC2 are at home throughout North 
America, including Canada, Mexico and currently also in China, and 
in the Netherlands. 

Working and guiding principles
The products of IWC and IWC2 meet the highest standards require-
ments and are manufactured as effi ciently as possible. One of the 
guiding principles is that “we don’t price our products with the phi-
losophy of how much can we get for it or how much are the cus-
tomers willing to pay“, explains Carl Calabrese the attitute which 
builds customer loyalty. Another phrase he often uses at the com-
pany, from fi lling a work order to repairs on equipment, is “let’s do 
it once and do it right” or now shortened to just “One Time” by some 
employees. 

Industrial Wire & Cable Corp. (IWC)
Industrial Wire and Cable II Corp. (IWC2)
66 N. Buesching Road
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
Phone: 847-726-8910
Fax: 847-726-7544

E-mail: carl@industwire.com
E-mail: christine@industwire.com
www.industwire.com

Manufacturing hall with NIEHOFF double-twist bunching machines type D 631 Carl Calabrese (President and Owner) 
with his father Ray Calabrese (Founder 
of IWC)

Christine A. Graham (Executive Vice Presi-
dent), Carl and Ray Calabrese (left) in front 
of a NIEHOFF type M 81 
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MASCHINENFABRIK NIEHOFF GmbH & Co. KG
Fuerther Strasse 30
91126 Schwabach, Germany
Telephone +49 9122 977-0
Telefax +49 9122 977-155
E-mail info@niehoff.de
Internet www.niehoff.de
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 MASCHINENFABRIK NIEHOFF 
GmbH & Co. KG
Schwendener Str. 25
87616 Marktoberdorf/
Leuterschach, Germany
Telephone +49 8342 7008-0
Telefax +49 8342 7008-40
E-mail info@niehoff.de

NIEHOFF ENDEX 
NORTH AMERICA INC.
1 Mallard Court
Swedesboro, NJ 08085, USA
Telephone +1 856 803-1800
Telefax +1 856 467-0584
E-mail sales@niehoffendex.com

Maschinenfabrik 
NIEHOFF GmbH & Co. KG
Dubai Branch
DAZFA Free Trade Zone
P.O. Box 293821
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Telephone +971 42045-152, -153
Telefax +971 42045-154
E-mail m.dalal@niehoff.de

NIEHOFF-HERBORN 
MÁQUINAS Ltda.
CP 84 (Rua Mar Vermelho, 1092)
06412-140 Barueri S.P., Brazil
Telephone +55 11 4199-3600
Telefax +55 11 4199-3624
E-mail info@niehoff.com.br

Maschinenfabrik NIEHOFF 
GmbH & Co. KG Germany
Shanghai Representative Offi ce
Room 2302, Hong Kong Plaza, 
283 Huai Hai Zhong Road
Shanghai 200021, P.R. China
Telephone +86 21 6120-2800
Telefax  +86 21 6390-6192
E-mail info@niehoff.cn

NIEHOFF of INDIA 
Private Limited
Plot No: 186-194, Industrial Park, 
Phase III 
Pashamylaram, Patancheru-502307,
Medak District, AP, India
Telephone +91 8455 224-391, -393
Telefax +91 8455 224-394
E-mail info@niehoff.in

MASCHINENFABRIK NIEHOFF 
(CZ), s.r.o.
Pražská 546/5
28865 Nymburk, Czechia
Telephone +420 325 519-744
Telefax +420 325 519-755
E-mail  info@niehoff.cz

Branch of Maschinenfabrik 
NIEHOFF GmbH & Co. KG
in the Russian Federation 
Storozhevaya Ulitsa 4/1
111020 Moscow, Russia
Telephone +7 499 929-5537, -5538
Telefax  +7 499 929-5539
E-mail info@niehoff.de

NIPPON NIEHOFF Co., Ltd.
Repro Kanda Building
17, Kanda Tomiyama-Cho, 
Tokio,101-0043, Japan
Telephone +81 3 3257-0911
Telefax +81 3 3257-0910
E-mail info@nippon-niehoff.co.jp

MASCHINENFABRIK NIEHOFF 
GmbH & Co. KG
Singapore Representative Offi ce
122 Middle Road, 
# 04-04 Midlink Plaza
Singapore, 188973, Singapore
Telephone +65 6336-9936
Telefax +65 6336-4070
E-mail niehoff@pacifi c.net.sg
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